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2018 Farm Bill will:

Ensure strong support for America’s farmers and ranchers.

Streamline, target and simplify programs.

Fulfill the Secretary’s goal of improving customer service.

Continue to offer the types of assistance producers have come to 
expect, and even improve upon them.



Conservation 

Overview



Programs

NRCS invests an average of $8 million every day into 

conservation systems that help producers stay profitable 

and productive. 



Provides financial and technical assistance to address natural resource 

concerns and delivers environmental benefits such as improved water and air 

quality, conserved ground and surface water, reduced soil erosion and 

sedimentation, and improved or created wildlife habitat.

Environmental Quality Incentives Program - EQIP



Changes to EQIP

•  Adds resource concerns

•  Raises cap for organic producers 

•  New enrollment option to address resource 
concerns

•  Advance payments for historically underserved 
producers 



Helps agricultural producers maintain and improve their existing conservation 

systems and adopt additional conservation activities to address priority 

natural resource concerns. Participants earn CSP payments for conservation 

performance—the higher the performance, the higher the payment. 

Conservation Stewardship Program - CSP



Changes to CSP

•  Increases payment rates for certain activities

•  Authorizes contract extensions

•  Provides specific support for organic

•  Includes special grassland conservation initiative



Helps landowners, land trusts, and other entities protect, 

restore, and enhance wetlands, grasslands, and working 

farms and ranches through conservation easements.

Agricultural Conservation Easement Program - ACEP



Changes to ACEP

•  Assistance for ‘Buy-Protect-Sell’ transactions 

•  New requirements for highly erodible land

•  Increases flexibility for partners

•  Adds water quality as resource concern 

•  Expands wetland eligibility 



Promotes coordination between NRCS and its partners to deliver conservation assistance to 

producers and landowners. Under partnership agreements, NRCS and its partners leverage 

and target their respective resources to deliver conservation assistance to producers and 

landowners to address priority natural resource concerns. 

Regional Conservation Partnership Program - RCPP



Changes to RCPP

•  Simplifies funding authorities

•  Authorizes RCPP contracts

•  Expands flexibility for funding

•  Expands availability of watershed program 
authorities



Other NRCS Farm Bill Changes

Agricultural Management Assistance Program 
(AMA)

-Maintains support for conservation practices that 
reduce crop risk

Healthy Forests Reserve Program (HFRP_

-Expands enrollment options for Indian tribes



The Farm Bill is an important tool. But it doesn’t work without the dedication of the folks in 

the field, most importantly, the farmers and ranchers that use it to make the best 

decisions for their land and operations. 



Online Resources: 

• Usda.gov

• Farmers.gov 

• Newfarmers.usda.gov

• Nrcs.usda.gov

How to contact us in Georgia:

Phone: 706-546-2272

Online: Ga.nrcs.usda.gov

Mail: 355 East Hancock Ave 

Athens, GA 30601



Non-Discrimination Statement 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, 
the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are 
prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender 
expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public 
assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity
conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by 
program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large 
print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 
720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program 
information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found 
online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and 
provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-
9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or 
(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

https://www.ascr.usda.gov/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov

