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Federal Partnerships
SRMEC leads cooperative agreements with USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency and Risk Management Agency (RMA) 
providing national and regional leadership to support 
outreach to farmers and ranchers leveraging Land-Grants: 

– Agricultural Finance, Tax & Asset Protection:  
https://agftap.org/ 

• New RFA call Distressed Borrowers Assistance Network 
(DBAN) will be announced later this month.

• Technical Assistance Provider Network (TAPN) set to 
launch. FSA farm loan resources & TA.

– Risk Navigator Program (Pilot):  a project that uses a 
cohort of 5 navigators operating across the Southern 
region aligned RMA regional offices.  

https://agftap.org/


Program seeks to enhance 
farmer and rancher ability 
to understand and navigate 
the farm business tax and 
asset protection decisions 
for their operations, as well 
as the important 
relationships between 
federal income taxes and 
USDA farm programs. 



https://srmec.uada.edu/ 

https://srmec.uaex.edu/




2024 RFA
– Announced Sept. 15th, 2024
– 2 grant pools:  

• Traditional RFA ($75,000)
– Exploratory projects ($10,000)

• Producers Underserved by Crop Insurance 
($100,000)

– Applicant training (posted online)
– Grant closes Nov. 14th









SRMEC Priorities 
Each project should have a plan:
capturing measurable qualitative and quantitative 

economic effects
behavioral changes related to risk management. 
detailed evaluation plans that capture higher level 

producer impacts (i.e. implement versus 
understand across the ERME spectrum of 
producer actions) are ranked relatively higher.



Proposed Results & Producer Actions

  Three levels of producer actions in order of 
increasing producer engagement:

1. Understand

2. Develop

3. Implement

 

……..Knowledge
  Short Term

……….Actions
  Intermediate

……….Conditions
  Long Term



Type of measurement Method of measurement (check all that apply):

 Direct measure
 Indirect measure

Direct measures demonstrate participant learning.  Learning 
is observable in the form of actual products such as 
presentations, portfolios, test results, etc. 

Indirect measures imply that learning takes place by asking 
participants' perceptions or attitudes  about their learning.

 Observation (draft business plan, permit; application)
 Peer assessment of product or skill
 Self-assessment of a product or skill
 Photos, screen capture, video (before/after)
 Questionnaire/survey
 Interview (individual, group)
 Submitted/approved document (application, permit, report)
 Test
 Testimonial
 Logs, records
 Other

Time of measurement 
 Before participant learning session(s)
 During participant learning session(s)
 After participant learning session(s)

If you are uploading a resource to measure what took place because of your project, please check for each resource the 
(1) type of measurement; (2) time of measurement; and, (3) method of measurement.

Evaluation Measures



Focused on Results/Outcomes
Grant selection, reporting, and management 
system seeks results: 
• increases the probability that the programs 

we fund will improve the risk management 
skills of the farmers and ranchers who 
participate, 

• is designed to improve the capacity and 
quality of the programs we fund,  

• increases the opportunities to improve the 
economic viability of the farm and ranch 
family participants.



SRMEC Grant Management 
• SUBMISSION/REPORTING:  all reporting is 

conducted online and is submitted through the 
Results Verification System (RVS)

• TOOLS FOR PROJECT DIRECTORS: resources 
to assist with meeting your contractual obligations:
– Funding acknowledgement requirements
– Budget Revisions
– Extension Requests
– Change of Project Director



RVS Reporting

RESULTS VERIFICATION SYSTEM
https://rvs.umn.edu 

https://rvs.umn.edu/


Thank You
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