
 
 

Empowering Producers to Manage Risks 

 

 
Risk Management for Current and 

Potential Users of Unmanned Aircraft 

Systems: An Emerging Technology 

The use of drones in agriculture becomes more 

prolific with the arrival of each spring. This new 

technology grants agriculturalists the advantage of 

air superiority, allowing farmers to increase 

production and monitor crop growth from the air. 

However, drones can be dangerous for agricultural 

purposes, causing the Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) to implement rules and 

regulations regarding the use of drones. 

In 2017, the University of Arkansas Cooperative 

Extension Service coordinated a project to educate 

current and future commercial users of small 

unmanned aircraft systems (sUAS) by using risk-

based training. The project covered platforms and 

sensor systems, agricultural uses, data processing, 

risk and liability, and flight regulations. This 

information was presented to an audience of 

producers and agriculture information providers 

from the 13 major states in the southern region. A 

total of five workshops were held to demonstrate 

proper flight techniques and data workflow practices.  

As a result of this project, 351 participants attained 

an improved knowledge of potential agriculture uses 

for drones, including flight regulations, data 

processing, and types of platforms and sensors. 

Participants also left with a better understanding of 

the liability issues associated with sUAS and how to 

make informed decisions to match the appropriate 

drone with their needs. Based on evaluations, 

participants expect to save nearly $21,000 per year 

as a result of attending the project workshops.  

The Southern Extension Risk Manage Education 

Center (SRMEC) seeks to empower the strengths and 

skills of farmers and ranchers across the Southern 

region to more effectively manage risks of operating 

in the diverse agricultural sector. To learn more 

about this SRMEC funded project visit this link:  

Risk Management for Agriculture Aircraft Systems  
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“I really appreciated starting with all the basics and 

building information. I would have never dreamed 

it would be this simple and cost effective.” 

-Arkansas Farmer 
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https://srmec.uaex.edu/
http://extensionrme.org/Projects/ProjectReport.aspx?ID=412c30bc-7f3e-4e0d-b9a7-f663751bdeaf
http://extensionrme.org/Projects/ProjectReport.aspx?ID=412c30bc-7f3e-4e0d-b9a7-f663751bdeaf


 


